Josephine Plays Billiards at the Tuileries
silk with gold oak-leaves and laurel all down the front.
Still, she was persistent, and it had been presented by a
leading manufacturer of Lyons.
"Diable!" he said with a shrug of his shoulders. "Put
it on. It may encourage the trade in silk!" But the very
donning of it by so Spartan a soldier was proof to some
that no angel was whispering in his ear but rather that
dark ambassador whose name he had just taken in vain.
As for Josephine, she could be acquitted of royalistic
designs. And on designs dynastic Nature herself frowned,
jjulie, her sister-in-law, had gone to Plombieres to take
the waters; and came back quite plump and enceinte,
promptly to present Joseph, now councilor of state and
minister plenipotentiary, with a pink little daughter.
Since this was after ten years of barrenness for Julie,
Iosephine determined to try the waters too. She returned
toore gracefully slender than ever, and once and for all
decided that she did not want to be a queen. They could
forgo the scepter and crown.
Meantime, however, they had settled down to trotting
very amiably in double harness. How amiably may be
judged from an indictment she brought against him one
afternoon as they looked out from'Marie Antoinette's old
windows on the horse-chestnut fans.
"You have only two faults," said she, very charmingly,
"And they?"
"The first, that you are so fond of argument with those
who surround you that you betray your inmost thoughts."
And, laconic as he might be in battle, she knew from Bour-
rienne's babbling that the charge was true.
"You must beware of Fouche*, Savary, and Talley-
rand," she went on. "As for the second fault, it is that
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